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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MEXICO 14724 200305Z 
21 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 

USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 AID-05 OES-06 /049 W 

055033 

R 192230Z NOV 76 
FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8732 

UNCLAS MEXICO 14724 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SPOP, MX 

SUB J : PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA SPEAKS ON POPULATION PROBLEM 

1 . "EL NACIONAL" OF NOV 18 CARRIED FOLLOWING HEADLINE: 
"POPULATION GROWTH IS THE GREAT CHALLENGE THAT MEXICO 
MUST FACE WITH DETERMINATION: ECHEVERRIA." THE PRESIDENT 
WAS THUS QUOTED DURING A SPEECH IN AGUASCALIENTES, NOV 17, 

IN WHICH HE WENT ON TO SAY MEXICO WOULD HAVE A POPULATION 
OF 80 MILLION WHEN LOPEZ PORTILLO LEAVE OFFICE, AND 100 
MILLION AFTER FOLLOWING 6 YEARS. THIS, HE SAID, IS ONE OF 
MEXICO'S GRAVEST PROBLEMS, WHICH WOULD REQUIRE A TREMENDOUS 
EFFORT BY THE WHOLE COUNTRY TO OVERCOME. 

2. THIS IS AN ENCOURAGING SIGN THAT GOM MAY BE MAKING A 
MORE CONCERTED EFFORT TO CONTROL POPULATION GROWTH. 
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